                                                                      The Eastern Churches

1) Pre-Chalcedonian (Ancient Oriental) Churches

2) Orthodox Churches (Byzantines)

3) Uniate Churches - sub-churches from the two aforementioned groups in communion with Rome

Re 1) Non-Greek people - partial separation due to opposition to Byzantium

  a) East Syrian Church of Persia (Assyrians - formerly wrongly called "Nestorians")

  b) West Syrian part of the Patriarchate of Antioch ("Syrian Orthodox" - formerly "Jacobites")

  c) Armenians (Armenian Apostolic or Armenian Gregorian Church)

  d) Egyptians of Alexandria ("Coptic Orthodox Church")

  e) Ethiopians ("Ethiopian Orthodox Church" - dependent on Egypt until around 1920)

 Differences between Alexandrian and Antiochian theology (Alexandria represents an allegorical/symbolic interpretation of Holy Scripture - Antioch rationalist interpretation)

"Monophysites" against the Council of Chalcedon - because it "tears Christ apart". This called into question the doctrine of the Redeemer and God-Man Jesus Christ. The extent to which the individual churches were aware of their separation from Rome is disputed, as the patriarchs of the East were largely autonomous in the first millennium!

2) PENTARCHY (the 5 major ecclesiastical centers)

1) Rome: (Western Church - Roman rite; Gallican rite; Milanese or Ambrosian rite; North African or "Mozarabic" rite)

2) Alexandria: (until 381) - Coptic rite

3) Antioch: Syrian and "Urbyzantine" rite

4) Constantinople (from 381 - 28th canon of the Second Ecumenical Council - K. moves to second place.

5) Jerusalem (liturgical exchange took place through pilgrimages).

Reasons for gradual divergence between Rome and Byzantium:

In 330, Emperor Constantine moves the imperial seat from Rome to Constantinople - a political vacuum is created in Rome - the imperial governor is based in Ravenna. The Archbishop of Constantinople calls himself the "Ecumenical Patriarch". In the 4th century, transition from Greek to Latin liturgical language. (Pope Damasus I - commissioned St. Jerome to produce a Latin translation of the Bible - "Vulgate"). The understanding of liturgical diversity in East and West is slowly lost, and there are also difficulties over the spheres of influence under canon law between Rome and Byzantium. Coronation of Charlemagne (25.12.800) - the East sees this as treason; from 797 Empress Irene - sole ruler - Pope does not recognize her!

Iconoclasm (9th century)/first schism under Patriarch Photios (867-879): 861 Patriarch Ignatios abdicates (probably under pressure from the emperor) - appeal by the deposed patriarch to Pope Nicholas I. The commander of the imperial palace guard Photios (layman) receives all ordinations within 14 days. Nicholas I sends legates to take sides with Photios. 863 Nicholas I overturns the verdict of his legates and excommunicates Photios. 867 Photios bans the Pope at a synod. 866 Bulgarian mission (Prince Boris requests Roman bishops from the Pope for fear of his country being annexed by Byzantium). The Roman bishops begin to confirm the Bulgarians, without considering that they had already been confirmed when they were baptized in the Byzantine rite!

867 Patriarch Ignatios rehabilitated - Photios deposed. Bulgaria remains with Byzantium. Later, the emperor and Patriarch Ignatios reconcile with Photios. 877 Death of Ignatios; Pope John VIII has the case reviewed again at a new council (879/80). The council rehabilitates Photios and restores church unity.

SCHISMA 1054

Previous separation of southern Italy and Sicily from Rome. The Byzantine governor of southern Italy is in contact with Western circles and should negotiate an alliance with the Pope. In the eyes of the Byzantines, he made too many concessions to the Latins. As a result, the only church of the Roman rite in Constantinople was closed in 1053 - Patriarch Michael Kerullarios declared that only the Greek mass was valid!

Pope Leo IX sends Cardinal Humbert de silva Candida to Constantinople for talks - the patriarch must recognize the validity of the Roman mass! The emperor wants to mediate (fear of advancing Islam), the patriarch refuses to receive the papal legates. 16.7.1054 - during the patriarch's mass, the legate places the bull of excommunication on the altar of Hagia Sophia and leaves immediately. BUT: Pope Leo IX had died some time earlier - therefore the legate's powers had lapsed. Patriarch Peter of Antioch implored Patriarch Michael to give in to Rome - unfortunately without success! 21.7.1054 Synod under Patriarch Michael excommunicates the papal legates and informs all patriarchs of the East. Pope Gregory VII declared around 1076: "Both sides lacked love at the time!" Constantinople finally demanded that all Eastern patriarchates accept its rite, Patriarch Philotheos even made papal claims, calling himself the "Vicar of Christ" - the other bishops were only his representatives because he was the common father of all orthodox believers appointed by God.

The Slavs were dragged into the schism because they had been christanized by Constantinople. 988 - Kievan Rus' Empire converted to Christianity through the baptism of Prince Vladimir. Only Greek bishops until the 15th century. Kiev was the old metropolis, only in the 15th century after the fall of Constantinople did the city of Moscow rise!

1204 - one of the high points of the schism - 4th Crusade - conquest of Constantinople (Venetians)

1339 - the monk Warlaam declares to Pope Benedict XII: "It is not differences in doctrine, but the hatred of the people, because of the injustices which the Greeks had to endure at that time from the Latins, that divides the Church."

Council of Ferrara - Florence (1439)

Due to the increasing Turkish threat, the unity of the churches was to be established. Patriarch Joseph, 20 metropolitans and abbots, the metropolitan of Georgia, Romania and Kiev attended the council. (Discussions on the "filioque", purgatory and epiclesis) 5.7.1431 Union; 22.11 Union with the Armenians (Cilicia) - Metropolitan Isidore of Kiev is arrested in Moscow in 1441, freed in 1442, and wins Galicia for the Union; 1442 Union with the Copts, the Maronites and Nestorians.

Further unions:

Brest/Litovsk 1595/96; concerns Orthodox Christians in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, which extends to Belarus. 1448 Split of the Metropolis of Kiev: a) Moscow; b)Kiev-Halyc

Orthodox were only tolerated in Poland - idea to revive the Union of Ferrara-Florence as a counterweight against the Latins. Patriarch Jeremias II of Constantinople comes to collect money, he establishes the Patriarchate of Moscow in 1589, but none in Kiev. He demands 10,000 Polish florins for the consecration of Bishop Rohoza! 1590 Bishops of Cholm, Lemberg, Luck and Pinsk for the Union - letter to Pope Clement VIII - admission to the Catholic Church! The Patriarch of Constantinople consecrates an opponent of the Union (Job Boreckyj) as the new Bishop of Kiev - a double hierarchy is created!(5 million)

1646 Union of Uzhorod (Munkacewo) Slovaks, Hungarians, Romanians (250,000)

1611 Union of Croatia Diocese of Krcewcy (Zagreb)(100,000)

1698 Union with Romanians (Alba Julia) (1.6 million)

1724 Union with Melkites (Arabs of the Byzantine rite).

Even under the Tsar, the Greek Catholic Church was severely persecuted and wiped out on Russian territory. 1946 Forced dissolution of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in the pseudo-synod of Lviv and its incorporation into the Russian Orthodox Church under pressure from the KGB; 16 bishops exiled to Siberia and murdered; only Cardinal Slipyj survived and went into exile in Rome in 1963; the Catholic Church in Ukraine was "UNDERGROUND CHURCH" until 1989!

1948: Dissolution of the Romanian Greek Catholic Church of Transylvania and its incorporation into the Romanian Orthodox state church.

1989/90: President Gorbachev visits Pope John Paul II - result: re-admission of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (6 underground bishops, 1000 priests and around 5 million believers!) Numerous conversions of entire Orthodox parishes to the Union - serious conflicts between Rome and Moscow over the return of the church buildings expropriated from the Orthodox to the Greek Catholic Church. In western Ukraine, the Orthodox Church has had to return practically all its churches and has lost most of its own. The Orthodox Church in Ukraine is divided: a) Orthodox Church in communion with Moscow; b) independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church; c) Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the excommunicated Metropolitan Filaret, who was a member of the KGB. Roman decree answers the question of who is Greek Catholic: anyone who has Greek Catholic parents who were married in church and who was baptized by an Orthodox priest after 1946 is considered Greek Catholic! Romania: Orthodox Church became "state church" again - great difficulties in returning church property to the Greek Catholic Church. (EU exerts pressure)
